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Spring skiing: Where to go where there's still snow 

Neil McKay 
Toronto Star  

  

We don't have any snow in Toronto, but there's plenty in other parts of the world, including Quebec, B.C. and Switzerland. It's 
a great time for that spring-time ski trip. 

DREAMSTIME PHOTO 
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It¶s been a forgettable winter for Ontario skiers and some folks may be thinking about putting 
the boards away for the season. Not so fast, friends.  

There is still some snow to be had this spring if you don¶t mind hitting the road or, better yet, 
heading to the airport. And after this season¶s paltry dustings of the white stuff, you deserve 
that spring ski trip. Accommodation and lift tickets are greatly reduced this time of year and it¶s 
worth investing a little time on the Internet to find that perfect last-minute spring ski trip.  
 
The Alps have enjoyed tons of snow this season and the high-altitude resorts in Europe like 
Saas-Fee in Switzerland or Val Thorens in France are hard to beat. All feature loads of runs 
above 2,000 metres where the snow will remain in good shape till the end of April. If you can 
manage the flight to Geneva, this is option No. 1 in these eyes. Lift passes in Europe are 
generally less expensive than at major North American resorts and the price of food and 
lodging is much the same.  
 
Heading west is also a safe bet with good conditions almost guaranteed with just a little 
research. And there¶s still a few good spots in the East, both in Quebec and south of the 
border, to get those last runs in. 

Here¶s a look at some of the best spring skiing options in North America and Europe: 

QUEBEC 

Mont-Sainte-Anne While the hordes descend on Mont Tremblant, this resort 40 kilometres 
east of Quebec City is worth the drive if you prefer quieter slopes and shorter lift lines. Who 
doesn¶t? About 800 kilometres from Toronto. Ranked No. 1 in Quebec by On The Snow. Enjoys 
one of the longest ski seasons in the East. 

www.mont-saint-anne.com 

Le Massif Located an hour east of Quebec City, resort boasts fabulous views of the St. 
Lawrence and an impressive vertical drop of 770 metres. Has a very reliable snow record. 
Proximity to Mont-Saint-Anne means you can spend a few days at each resort while enjoying 
the pleasures of Quebec City. The resort said it got 24 cm of new snow on Monday of this 
week. 

www.lemassif.com 

MICHIGAN 

Boyne An eight-drive from Toronto, the resort is a good alternative to Vermont and offers 
superb skiing for intermediates and families. A lift ticket lets you ski both Boyne Mountain and 
Boyne Highlands ² about 20 minutes apart. The latter is quieter and better for families, but 
both hills are worth skiing. Kids 8 and under ski free. Very welcoming of Canadians. Good snow 
record. 

www.boyne.com 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Big White Located 56 kms from Kelowna in B.C.¶s Okanagan Valley, the resort is famous for 
its massive annual snow dump of 25 feet. Do you need another reason to go? Over 800 metres 
of vertical drop. Access by shuttle from Kelowna airport.  

www.bigwhite.com 

Whistler No. 1 on almost every list as best ski destination in Canada and on every serious 
skier¶s bucket list. Vast ski area over two mountains, tons of snow again this season and snow-
forecast.com is calling for another big dump this weekend. Bus transfer from Vancouver airport 
(three hours).  

www.whistlerblackcomb.com 

EUROPE 

Saas-Fee, Switzerland A beautiful car-free village in the Valais region of Switzerland. A three-

More Photos and Videos ª
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hour drive from Geneva or accessible by train (with bus connection) from airport. Village lies at 
1,800m and ski area, including glacier skiing, extends up to 3,600m.  

www.saas-fee.ch 

Zermatt, Switzerland Another car-free village in the Valais, lying at the foot of the magnificent 
Matterhorn. Three-hour drive from Geneva or accessible by train direct from airport. Village lies 
at 1,809m and ski area extends to a whopping 3,900m. (If you smoke, this is a good place to 
quit.)  

www.zermatt.ch 

Val Thorens, France At 2,300m, the highest resort in Europe and part of the magnificent 3 
Vallees ski area which consists of eight inter-connected resorts, including Courchevel and 
Meribel. The ski area ² for many the best in the world ² extends up to 3,230m, with 85 per 
cent of the skiing above 1,800m. Direct bus service (three hours) from Geneva. 

www.valthorens.com  
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