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CHARLOTTE, July 2, 2012 — The Bernina Express may not
be Switzerland’s longest, or most famous, train trip, but it is the best
classic rail journey in the country. 

Not only does the route
incorporate some of the
more spectacular
sections of the famed
Glacier Express, it also
features alpine lakes at
the crest of the world, 
dynamic glaciers and

The Bernina Express: Switzerland’s best train
journey features glaciers, palm trees and Italy

Photo: Swiss Tourism Bureau
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Bernina train on the Landwasser Viaduct (Photo:
Switzerland Tourism)

A world of viaducts and tunnels (Photo: Switzerland
Tourism)

The Landwasser Viaduct and tunnel (Photo: Switzerland
Tourism)

panoramic vistas of
rolling countryside before
reaching its final
destination in Tirano,
Italy.

Even National
Geographic rates the
Bernina Express as the
second best rail journey
in Europe.  The first, also
in Switzerland, is The
Chocolate Train, but it is
a commercial enterprise. 
On the other hand, the
Bernina transports commuters across the Alps between Switzerland and
Italy on a regular basis on one of the most majestic rail experiences
imagineable.

Bernina Express travelers begin from either Davos, St. Moritz or Chur. 
Each village offers something different, so the starting point is really a
matter of personal preference. 

Chur, with its delightful old town, is a gateway to the alpine ski resort of
Arosa. 

At just over 5,000 feet,
Davos has the distinction
of being the highest city
in Europe, and it is a
haven for culture lovers
as well as sports
enthusiasts. 

Jet-setting St. Moritz, with
its series of three alpine
lakes, has long been a
favorite destination for

the internationally rich and famous. 

The four-hour, 38-mile rail journey follows a winding mountainous path
over 196 bridges and through 55 tunnels over the Bernina Pass which
reaches its highest point at more than 7,300 feet.  Two railways, the
Albula Line and the Bernina Line, combine to form the route.  A

unification that led UNESCO to jointly declare them a World Heritage Site in 2008.

Completed in 1904, the Albula Line took six years to build.  The Bernina Line followed in 1910, but the
railroads operated independently until 1940 when the Rhaetian Railway took over and merged the
two.

The brightly colored red coaches feature arches of glass that provide a 360-degree panoramic view
of land, water and sky.  During summer, some trains even operate with some open-air cars as well as
the traditional enclosed rolling stock.

The combination Landwasser Viaduct/Tunnel is a
highlight of both the Bernina and Glacier Express
excursions.  From the viaduct, where five pillars tower
more than 200 feet above the Landwasser River, the
446-foot curved track offers passengers a clear view
of the train as it enters or departs the tunnel.  The
706-foot tunnel completes the architectural
masterpiece by boring through seemingly
insurpassable rock before it opens on the dramatic
gorge and bridge across the river.

MOST READ
New American Idol judge: Ron Paul, Justin Bieber,
Clay Aiken?
Tesla and wireless energy: The power that could
have been
Will feminists ever complain about something
important?
Where did the thought of the Higgs boson come
from?
From Occupy to Ron Paul: Former NY Mayor Ed Koch
explains it all
McChrystal is wrong, we don't need a military draft
DREAM Act: Questions and answers about President
Obama's immigration order for undocumented
children
Tacks attack mars Stage 14 of 2012 Tour de France
Ten trafficking prevention tips for middle schools
USA TV premieres "Political Animals": Is Hillary
Clinton the model for Sigourney Weaver's
character?

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOODS

Sexual abuse: There can be healing afterwards for
the victim VIDEO
Author, speaker, and sexual abuse survivor Carter Lee talks
about recovery after abuse.
Jerry Sandusky and his enablers damaged children
for the rest of their lives
Jerry Sandusky has been proven guilty, but many people still
don't see the damage and neglect that Joe Paterno caused.
The art of dating: Landing the date
Learn the common mistakes people make when asking
someone out on a date and how to avoid these pitfalls.
President Obama accomplished important changes
Despite what Fox News and the far right media would have
you believe, President Barack Obama can easily run on his
record this next campaign.

In That Moment of
Space
Space, it’s all around us. The question
is how will you use yours.

Red Pill, Blue Pill
Al Maurer provides a common sense, conservatarian,
Constitutional conservative perspective from the battleground
state of Colorado.

Middle Class Guy
What does the middle-class conservative think about
everything? Find out here.

Geno's World at The Communities
Can Geno’s World entertain me, inform me and make me a
better person? Yes. Can you loan me Five bucks? No.

The Conscience of a Realist
Politics, culture, economics, history, and essentially everything
in between from a decidedly real world perspective.

Japan Rail Pass
Best Priced Japan Rail Passes. Free Shipping on
qualifying orders.
www.japanforyou.com

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/travels-peabod/2012/jul/4/bernina-express-switzerlands-best-train-journey-fe/%26hl%3Dde%26client%3Dca-pub-4362624082965872%26adU%3Dwww.Joebananalimos.net%26adT%3DNaples-Livorno-Rome%26adU%3Dwww.booking.com/Hotels-Europa%26adT%3D38.000%2BHotels%2Bim%2BEuropa%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNHpBaFc66EpRoN-jkHYMDDI2qvcaw
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BylvTbCEEUPLOCJOKggLp4MixBeP12t0Eo-PEk1jAjbcBoMIeEAEYASDxk-wXKAI4AFCr5s_HB2DJBqABtcaz5AOyAR9jb21tdW5pdGllcy53YXNoaW5ndG9udGltZXMuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9qc8gBAdoBgQFodHRwOi8vY29tbXVuaXRpZXMud2FzaGluZ3RvbnRpbWVzLmNvbS9uZWlnaGJvcmhvb2QvdHJhdmVscy1wZWFib2QvMjAxMi9qdWwvNC9iZXJuaW5hLWV4cHJlc3Mtc3dpdHplcmxhbmRzLWJlc3QtdHJhaW4tam91cm5leS1mZS-AAgGpAnWent7YcbQ-yAKrxuwUqAMB6APQKOgDxAXoA9AB9QMABADG9QMAAAAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_2B8Esqh3_LjnByrWm3GVifpxifKQ&client=ca-pub-4362624082965872&adurl=http://www.conrad.ch/ce/de/%3FINSERT_KZ%3DUO%26insert%3DUO%26WT.mc_id%3Dadwords%26orderBy%3Dprice%26s_of0%3Dgrossprice_vko_5300%26s_oa0%3Dfalse%26orderSequence%3DDESC
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BylvTbCEEUPLOCJOKggLp4MixBeP12t0Eo-PEk1jAjbcBoMIeEAEYASDxk-wXKAI4AFCr5s_HB2DJBqABtcaz5AOyAR9jb21tdW5pdGllcy53YXNoaW5ndG9udGltZXMuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9qc8gBAdoBgQFodHRwOi8vY29tbXVuaXRpZXMud2FzaGluZ3RvbnRpbWVzLmNvbS9uZWlnaGJvcmhvb2QvdHJhdmVscy1wZWFib2QvMjAxMi9qdWwvNC9iZXJuaW5hLWV4cHJlc3Mtc3dpdHplcmxhbmRzLWJlc3QtdHJhaW4tam91cm5leS1mZS-AAgGpAnWent7YcbQ-yAKrxuwUqAMB6APQKOgDxAXoA9AB9QMABADG9QMAAAAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_2B8Esqh3_LjnByrWm3GVifpxifKQ&client=ca-pub-4362624082965872&adurl=http://www.conrad.ch/ce/de/%3FINSERT_KZ%3DUO%26insert%3DUO%26WT.mc_id%3Dadwords%26orderBy%3Dprice%26s_of0%3Dgrossprice_vko_5300%26s_oa0%3Dfalse%26orderSequence%3DDESC
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BEZqAbCEEUPLOCJOKggLp4MixBZHPrLICxfaNuAXAjbcB0J0lEAIYAiDxk-wXKAI4AFCX5YvE_v____8BYMkGsgEfY29tbXVuaXRpZXMud2FzaGluZ3RvbnRpbWVzLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfanPIAQHaAYEBaHR0cDovL2NvbW11bml0aWVzLndhc2hpbmd0b250aW1lcy5jb20vbmVpZ2hib3Job29kL3RyYXZlbHMtcGVhYm9kLzIwMTIvanVsLzQvYmVybmluYS1leHByZXNzLXN3aXR6ZXJsYW5kcy1iZXN0LXRyYWluLWpvdXJuZXktZmUvgAIBqQKyWbkeKQaxPsgC6fT1K6gDAegD0CjoA8QF6APQAfUDAAQAxvUDAAAAEA&num=2&sig=AOD64_0qU8YIqNy7q37TlJW435GVpLrdrg&client=ca-pub-4362624082965872&adurl=http://www.camping-jungfrau.ch
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BEZqAbCEEUPLOCJOKggLp4MixBZHPrLICxfaNuAXAjbcB0J0lEAIYAiDxk-wXKAI4AFCX5YvE_v____8BYMkGsgEfY29tbXVuaXRpZXMud2FzaGluZ3RvbnRpbWVzLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfanPIAQHaAYEBaHR0cDovL2NvbW11bml0aWVzLndhc2hpbmd0b250aW1lcy5jb20vbmVpZ2hib3Job29kL3RyYXZlbHMtcGVhYm9kLzIwMTIvanVsLzQvYmVybmluYS1leHByZXNzLXN3aXR6ZXJsYW5kcy1iZXN0LXRyYWluLWpvdXJuZXktZmUvgAIBqQKyWbkeKQaxPsgC6fT1K6gDAegD0CjoA8QF6APQAfUDAAQAxvUDAAAAEA&num=2&sig=AOD64_0qU8YIqNy7q37TlJW435GVpLrdrg&client=ca-pub-4362624082965872&adurl=http://www.camping-jungfrau.ch
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/multimedia/image/viaduct-berninajpg_734686/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/multimedia/image/bernina-panoramajpg/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/multimedia/image/glacier-ex-trainjpg_734686/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/tv-den/2012/jul/13/new-american-idol-judge-ron-paul-bieber-clay-aiken/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/energy-harnassed/2012/jul/15/GreaterThanEnergy_TeslaWireless_1000/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/tygrrrr-express/2012/jul/15/will-feminists-ever-complain-something-important/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/consciousness-health/2012/jul/13/thought-higgs-boson/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/conscience-realist/2012/jul/15/occupy-ron-paul-ed-koch-explains-it-all/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/remnant/2012/jul/15/mcchrystal-wrong-we-dont-need-military-draft/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/ad-lib/2012/jun/22/DREAM-Act-questions-answers-Obama-immigration-undo/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/sports-around/2012/jul/15/tacks-attack-tires-stage-14-2012-tour-de-france/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/speaking-out/2012/jul/12/title-ten-trafficking-prevention-tips-middle-schoo/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/ad-lib/2012/jul/14/USA-Political-Animals-Clinton-model-Weaver-Video/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/moment-space/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/moment-space/2012/jul/15/healing-after-abuse/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/moment-space/2012/jun/24/Jerry-Sandusky-enablers-damaged-children/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/moment-space/2012/jun/23/art-dating-landing-date/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/moment-space/2012/may/25/president-obama-accomplished-important-changes-des/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/red-pill-blue-bill/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/middle-class-guy/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/genos-world-communities/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/conscience-realist/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Shortly after the viaduct, the train reaches Filisur
before continuing through the first of several spiral tunnels.  The rails sing as the cherry-colored line
of coaches moves through a lush valley en route to a change in elevation of about 1,300-feet in just
over 3-miles.  Spirals eliminate the need for rack-and-pinion infrastructure and passengers are the
beneficiary.  The serpentine course twists and turns through towering woodlands past cascading
waterfalls and rushing streams while climbing toward mountains of everlasting snow.

Outside Pontresina  the journey heads for the Bernina Pass where the tracks make a dramatic turn
beside the Morteratsch  Glacier.  Lord Byron once described glaciers as “frozen hurricanes” and, at
this place, it’s as though some omnipotent hand designed the terrain purely for rail visitors to observe
all of its magnificent splendor.  Car travelers also have a photo op with a vantage point at the side of
the road.  From here you can view the Piz Bernina, the highest summit in the Eastern Alps at nearly
7,000 feet. 

In English “piz” means “peak”, which comes from Romansch, the least used of Switzerland’s four
languages.

Before long, the Bernina Express discards its forested surroundings by yielding to a moonscape of
stark, intolerant terrain.  Jagged, barren outcroppings of snow-clad rock hover over three glacial
lakes, each distinguished by a different color.  Here, at the rooftop of Europe, the watershed divides
the flow of rivers toward the North Sea and the Mediterranean.

Once over the Alps, the train descends into another vast carpet of green where rural tableaus nestle
between protective mountains that lead toward Brusio and its spiral viaduct.  The uniqueness of this
rarest of rail travel experiences lies in the fact that the track is completely exposed, allowing
passengers to witness the logistical achievement of the design for themselves.  The train travels over,
around and beneath its own pathway as the coiled ribbon of steel guides the express into Italy.  Proof
positive that “one good turn deserves another.” 

Before terminating in Tirano, rail travelers and motorists discover several places along the route
where it almost seems possible to reach out and shake hands with each other, and in a couple of tiny
villages, the train has barely enough room to pass between buildings on either side of the road.

At Tirano, the Bernina Express links with Swiss Postal Bus service which journeys along the Italian
shores of Lake Como before arriving back in Switzerland at Lugano.  For Swiss Rail Pass holders, the
only thing required is making a reservation and showing your pass.

While glaciers to palm trees may seem incongruous, the magic of the Swiss Travel System makes it
possible.  All you have to do is “train ” yourself. 

Peabod is Bob Taylor, owner of Taylored Media Services in Charlotte, NC, founder of The Magellan
Travel Club which creates and escorts customized tours to Switzerland, France and Italy for groups of
12 or more. Inquiries for groups can be made at Peabod@aol.com Taylored Media has produced
marketing videos for British Rail, Rail Europe, Switzerland Tourism, the Swedish Travel & Tourism
Council, the Finnish Tourist Board, the Swiss Travel System and Japan Railways Group among
others. As author of The Century Club book, Peabod is now attempting to travel to 100 countries or
more during his lifetime. To date he has visited 69 countries. Suggest someplace new for Bob to
visit; if you want to know where he has been, check his list  on Facebook. Bob plans to write a sequel
to his book when he reaches his goal of 100 countries.
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www.camping-jungfrau.ch

38.000 Hotels im Europa
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